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Approximately 550 Seneca Valley students officially became members of the Class of 2012 at the con-

clusion of graduation ceremonies on Friday, June 8. Fun fact: did you know that 75 of those gradu-

ates were proudly displaying their state and/or national performing arts pins on their gowns? Add to 

that the athletes and academics who also proudly wore their medals and it was an impressive group of 

graduates. Best of luck Class of 2012!  

Raider Pride 
Newsletter 

Raider Pride 
Newsletter 

Welcome to Raider Pride! 

SV Launches E-Newsletter 

Seneca Valley is pleased to introduce to our school district community the first issue of the SV elec-

tronic newsletter, “Raider Pride.” This unique medium will allow us to reach our parents and local 

organizations while at the same time generating new revenue. Please know that the school board and 

administration will closely monitor all advertising and will not accept any detrimental or controversial 

ads for publication. In fact, all ads are subject to publisher and school approval. If you are interested in 

advertising in “Raider Pride,” please call Joe or Kristen Mivshek at (970) 420-7163 or via email at 

joe@theschoolnewslettercompany.com 

http://www.ajmeyersandsons.com/
mailto:joe@theschoolnewslettercompany.com
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Parent Reminders 

SV to now offer extended-day services for kindergarten 

Before and after childcare program to continue with Stepping Stones 

Stepping Stones Children’s Center welcomes Seneca Valley School District Families to the Before/

After School Age and Kindergarten Learning Extensions and Play Program (LEAP). These programs 

will operate Monday-Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m., for grades K-6 in each of the four elementary 

schools of the District. 

Stepping Stones has been the provider of choice for school-age care in the Pine-Richland School Dis-

trict for 20 years and is very excited about the opportunity to provide these services within the Seneca 

Valley School District as well. 

Stepping Stones invites parents to visit their website, or to call directly to discuss enrollment and pro-

gram opportunities based on individual family needs.  

Program details regarding space and procedures are being arranged and will be shared shortly. “Meet 

and Greet” informational sessions are also being scheduled for two evenings in July and the dates and 

times for those sessions will be forthcoming. 

For more information, contact Stepping Stones 

● www.stepstonescc.org 

724-625-2199 

● schoolage@stepstonescc.org  

Beth Sarver (School Age Coordinator) 

● info@stepstonescc.org 

Suzanne Newpher (Administrative Director) 

We're already planning for the 2012-13 school 

year, and we need your help! 

In the final 2011-12 Seneca Valley report card, 

parents should have received a letter that features 
a District website and unique password(s) created 

for your child(ren) so that we may collect infor-

mation for next school year. 

The information is pre-populated, so it only takes 

a few minutes to respond. Having this contact, 

emergency and health information is essential in 

reaching you regarding your child(ren)'s well 

being while at school. 

Parents of 2012-13 kindergarten students, or 

those who have recently enrolled, should look for 

their personalized URL information and password
(s) in July when a separate mailing is made at that 

time.  

If you have any questions, please direct them to 

Karen Schomaker, registration coordinator, at 

(724) 452-6040, ext. 1640. 

We thank you for your assistance in this effort. 

Important Parent Notice – We Need Your Information!  

Your 

Ad 

Here 

Contact 

Kristen Mivshek at 

(970) 420-7163  

or via email at 

joe@theschoolnews 

lettercompany.com 

Follow Us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube  

 
 

 

 

Do you like social networking? Are you a registered user of Facebook, Twitter or YouTube?  

Then join us!  

● Our Twitter Link: http://twitter.com/#!/search/Seneca_Valley   

● Our Facebook Link is currently featuring student and staff accomplishments from the end of the 

2011-12 school year: http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-

District-Site/133105866727178  

● Our YouTube Link: http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD   

http://www.stepstonescc.org
mailto:schoolage@stepstonescc.org
mailto:info@stepstonescc.org
http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com
mailto:joe@theschoolnewslettercompany.com
mailto:joe@theschoolnewslettercompany.com
http://twitter.com/#!/search/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
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Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) News 

SV Students Win National STEM  

Video Game Challenge  

Evans City Middle School students in the 

Seneca Valley School District are part of 

video game history. 

The four young men, who were sixth grad-

ers at the time, were part of an elite list of 

winners at the National STEM Video Game 

Challenge (www.STEMchallenge.org). 

They learned about the award when they 

were announced as the winners at The At-

lantic’s Technologies in Education Forum 

in Washington, D.C., on May 22. 

The competition was developed to motivate 
an interest in science, technology, engineer-

ing, and math (STEM) by learning, playing 

and making video games. Nine middle 

school student teams from across the U.S. 

were selected as winners for their original 

game designs, and students from Evans City Middle School were among them – and they were the 

only ones from Pennsylvania to win in any of the categories. A total of 17 games created by indi-

viduals and teams of students, in eight subcategories, were selected as winners from a group of more 

than 3,700 entries.  

The Playable Game Winning Team of “Archers vs. Aliens” includes four young men from Evans City 

Middle School (they’re now officially seventh graders of the Seneca Valley Middle School):  

 

 
 

Archers vs. Aliens tests the player’s math skills as they help defend their castle against an alien attack. 

Campbell, Connor, Justin and Drew learned about the STEM Challenge by participating in the Mini 

Global Game Jam at the Art Institute of Pittsburgh in partnership with PBS station WQED. 

“We congratulate them for such a prestigious award,” said Dr. Tracy Vitale, Seneca Valley Superin-

tendent of Schools. “STEM initiatives have begun in earnest at Seneca Valley and this further vali-

dates our desire to make advancements in this area. We are thrilled that Campbell, Connor, Justin and 

Drew have developed and excelled in developing this game.” 

The winners were also honored at an event sponsored by Microsoft on May 21, at the Smithsonian 

American Art Museum. The winners each received AMD-based laptops, game design software pack-

ages and other tools to support their skill development. Each winner’s youth sponsoring organization 

will receive cash prizes and educational software. A total of $80,000 in prizes was awarded to the win-

ners and their sponsoring organizations. 

“Well-designed video games can help students excel in STEM and have fun doing it,” said Tom Kalil, 

Deputy Director for Policy in the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy. “I want to 

thank the sponsors of the National STEM Video Game Challenge, and congratulate the students and 

teachers for the remarkable games they have developed.” 

A video featuring a look at the youth competition over the last two years is available at http://

youtu.be/3m9nMSJGpDQ . Game highlights of the winners can be found under “Headline” on 

www.svsd.net or by going to http://bitly.com/youth_stem12 and http://bitly.com/adults_stem12 . 

● Campbell Kriess 

● Connor Schexnaildre 

● Justin Bicehouse 

● Drew McCarron 

Your 

Ad 

Here 

Contact 

Kristen Mivshek at 

(970) 420-7163  

or via email at 

joe@theschoolnews 

lettercompany.com 

Jennifer Abney, on-air talent for WPXI-TV, visited the Evans City 

sixth graders to feature them in a story recently aired on Channel 11.  

http://www.STEMchallenge.org
http://youtu.be/3m9nMSJGpDQ
http://youtu.be/3m9nMSJGpDQ
http://www.svsd.net
http://bitly.com/youth_stem12
http://bitly.com/adults_stem12
http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com
mailto:joe@theschoolnewslettercompany.com
mailto:joe@theschoolnewslettercompany.com
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Dhruv Kohli and Michael Glatz, two advanced 

placement chemistry students from the Seneca 

Valley Senior High School, were recently se-
lected to attend a two-week residential BASF 

Science Academy which will be held at Fairleigh 

Dickinson University in New Jersey from July  

16-26, 2012. The program, “From Molecules to 

Marketplace,” is fully funded by the BASF Cor-

poration and will allow students to use advanced 

chemistry to create their own products, develop a 

marketing plan, and package and present their 

products to a team of BASF business lead-

ers. Students who graduate from the program will 

receive two transferable college science credits 

from Fairleigh Dickinson University.  

As The Chemical Company, BASF focuses on 

science education realizing that today's students 
will be the thinkers, innovators and leaders of the 

future.  Through the Science Academy, BASF 

provides an advanced science education opportu-

nity for high school students during the summer 
prior to their senior year.  This experience com-

bines lectures, hands-on lab experiments, day 

trips and team projects guided by a faculty of 

university professors, BASF Scientists and busi-

ness leaders with the goal of encouraging students 

to continue their studies of science through col-

lege. 

BASF is partnering with Fairleigh Dickinson 

University to offer the Science Academy as an on

-campus residential program that will also give 

students a preview of college living. They will 

use the university's classrooms, labs, dining hall, 

dorms and receive instruction from the science 

and marketing professors at FDU. 

SV Students Chosen for Science Academy 

SV Student Represents Pittsburgh in International 

Science & Engineering Fair   

Andrew Lingenfelter, an incoming sophomore at Seneca 

Valley Intermediate High School, recently earned his way to 

the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair.  

Andrew, son of Thor and Holly Lingenfelter of Evans City, 

competed on March 30, at the Pittsburgh Regional Science 
and Engineering Fair at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh.  In his 

first ever science fair competition, Andrew competed in the 

senior division Robotics and Engineering category with his 

project, “Designing a Low-Cost, Versatile, Warzone Mili-

tary Robot.” Not only did Andrew place first in his category 

(grades 9-12), but also won four different sponsor awards 

from various companies and the U.S. Army.  

The capstone was the selection of Andrew and his project to 

represent the Pittsburgh region at this year’s International 

Science and Engineering Fair, which was held in May in 

Pittsburgh.  

“As a freshman, this is quite a distinguished honor,” said 

Patti Griest, a Seneca Valley gifted support teacher and his project sponsor. “Andrew competed 

against high school students from 65 other countries including the United States.”  

http://www.i9sports.com/
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SV Cafeteria Prepares for 2012-13 

Seneca Valley School District recognizes that student wellness and proper nutri-
tion are related to students’ physical well-being, growth, development and readi-

ness to learn. The Board is committed to providing a school environment that 

promotes student wellness, proper nutrition, nutrition education and regular 

physical activity as part of the total learning experience. In a healthy school 

environment, students will learn about and participate in positive dietary 

and lifestyle practices that can improve student achievement. The district’s 

Wellness Policy complies with the Pennsylvania School Nutritional and 

Food Standards. Here is some additional information on the Seneca Valley 

Food Service Program and nutrition: 

Tray Talk 

A school lunch tray always has age appropriate portions and includes a healthy balance of all five food 

groups (fruit and vegetables, grains, protein and milk). Encourage your children to fill their lunch tray  

(and then eat!) following the MyPlate guidelines: 

● Make half your plate/lunch tray fruits and vegetables 

● Make at least half your grains whole grains 

● Switch to fat-free or lowfat (1 percent) milk 

Tray Talk is a website designed to spotlight school meal successes and share information on the latest in 

school nutrition. Visit www.TrayTalk.org to learn more about helping kids to make healthy eating choices.  

POS 

The cafeteria uses a point of sale system. Students must use their ID card when purchasing food items 

in the cafeteria. The system tracks purchases and allows students or parents to apply money to the stu-

dent’s cafeteria account. Cash or checks can be applied to their account. Students are permitted to pay 

cash daily for their purchases but they MUST scan their ID badge. 

MySchoolBucks.com 

The Seneca Valley School district is pleased to provide a cafeteria payment service over the inter-

net.  Seneca Valley accepts payments for school meals through the mySchoolBucks.com online pay-

ment service.  There is no fee to use the mySchoolBucks service to setup an account and view your 

child’s meal purchases, balances and to set up automated email notices when your child’s meal ac-

count falls below a dollar amount you specify.  There is a fee for using mySchoolBucks service to 

make an online payment; they accept Visa and MasterCard.  Please visit www.mySchoolBucks.com 

for more information. 

Compass 

For students with financial need, free and reduced lunch applications may be submitted online to the 

PA website at www.compass.state.pa.us, printed from the Seneca Valley website or picked up in the 

school office. A new application must be completed each school year to qualify for benefits. 

2012-2013 Lunch Prices 

Secondary Schools, Grades 7-12:  

● Regular Lunch - $2.25 

● Free & Reduced Lunch – 40 cents 

● Regular Breakfast - $1.45 

● Free & Reduced Breakfast – 30 cents 

Your 

Ad 

Here 

Contact 

Kristen Mivshek at 

(970) 420-7163  

or via email at 

joe@theschoolnews 

lettercompany.com 

http://www.TrayTalk.org
http://www.mySchoolBucks.com
http://www.compass.state.pa.us
http://www.littlehouselearningcenter.com/
http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com
mailto:joe@theschoolnewslettercompany.com
mailto:joe@theschoolnewslettercompany.com
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Seneca Valley Special Education 

Success for All! 

The Seneca Valley School District’s Special Education Department is 

committed to meeting the needs of students with disabilities and helping 

them reach their potential. The Seneca Valley School District offers a 

continuum of service and placement options to meet the needs of each 

student. Services include but are not limited to: 

● Life Skills Support 

● Learning Support 

● Emotional Support 

● Autistic Support 

● Speech and Language Support 

The Seneca Valley Special Education Department is committed to meeting the goals of the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA 2004) which includes: 

● Ensuring that all children with disabilities have available to them a free appropriate public 

education designed to meet their needs 

● Ensuring that the rights of children with disabilities and their parents or guardians are protected 

● Ensuring the effectiveness of efforts to educate children with disabilities 

The Seneca Valley Special Education Department is also committed to meeting the needs of gifted 

students by ensuring that they are served through an organized program designed to develop their 

potential through appropriate educational experiences. According to the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education, "Mentally gifted is defined as outstanding intellectual and creative ability, the 

development of which requires specially designed programs or support services, or both, not 

ordinarily provided in the regular education program." At Seneca Valley, through the partnership of 

support staff and regular education teachers, educational opportunities for an identified child include 

varied enrichment and acceleration options. Each student is viewed as an individual with specific 

strengths and interests. 

With these goals in mind, the special education website was created @ http://www.svsd.net/page/262 

to assist parents of children with special needs to learn more about available opportunities, to locate 
resources, and to discover information to assist them as they work with us to help their children 

succeed. Please contact the special education department at (724) 452-6040, ext. 1750 if you have 

any questions or suggestions 

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/
http://www.svsd.net/page/262
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Parent Reminder:  

2012 Summer Drug Testing and Sports Physical 

Dates Have Been Set 

Thursday, July 26 

8 am – Noon - Boys - Physicals and Drug Testing 

1 - 3 pm - Girls - Drug Testing 

Thursday, Aug. 2 

8 am - Noon - Girls - Physicals and Drug Testing 

1 - 3 pm - Boys - Drug Testing 
Wednesday, Aug. 8 

3:30 - 7:30 pm - All - Drug Testing 

Thursday, Aug. 9 

8 am – Noon - All-Make-up Physicals and Drug Testing 

1 – 3 pm - All - Drug Testing 

Physicals and drug testing will be held in the SV Senior High School. For physicals, a parent/guardian 

must have completed Sections 1-4 of the CIPPE physical form* in order for the school doctor to sign 

Section 5. There is a $15 fee for this service. For drug testing, students must bring the completed Pa-

rental Consent Form* and payment. The fee is $28 and may be paid by cash or check payable to 

SVSD. 

*All forms may be found on the Seneca Valley website under Athletics / Athletic Forms at  

http://www.svsd.net/Page/150 

Book It 

The Seneca Valley School Librarians would like to encour-
age parents and students to check out James Patterson’s 

“Readkiddoread” website at:   

http://www.readkiddoread.com/home . 

Along with offering great reading lists for all children, pre-school 

through young adult, participants over the age of 13 can enter a  

contest to win free books for their middle (7-8), intermediate (9-10) and  

senior high school libraries by clicking on the “FREE BOOKS” tab at the top.  

Students of all ages can enter to win a free book for summer reading at: 

http://readkiddoread.ning.com/profiles/blogs/enter-for-a-chance-to-win-a 

Parents and teachers can find helpful activities, lesson plans, author interviews and “resource books 

for grownups” by clicking the “Lists & Features” tab. 

Seneca Valley Foundation  

We are proud to provide the Seneca Valley Foundation, a private, 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 
dedicated to encouraging excellence and innovation in the Seneca Valley Schools. The Foundation is 

seeking donations and patrons to facilitate the development of new capital projects, programs and 

scholarships. As a non-profit organization, the Foundation can also be utilized as a vehicle by which 

memorial and other charitable donations may be made to the Seneca Valley School District. To give or 

learn more about us, visit http://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?DomainID=1132   

Website and Other Online Information  

The Seneca Valley School District has headlines and announce-

ments that feature breaking news, accomplishment and reminders. 

You can find much of this right on our homepage. And don’t forget 

the calendar button at the top right hand side of the page. This will 
take you to our online calendar that features up-to-date activities and 

events planned for today, tomorrow and all through the 2012-13 

school year.  

http://www.svsd.net/Page/150
http://www.readkiddoread.com/home
http://readkiddoread.ning.com/profiles/blogs/enter-for-a-chance-to-win-a
http://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?DomainID=1132

